Thera was none to questlon the supre-
micy of Tames V. At the age of twenty-two he now sa
firmly on hig (hrone, e wpa ot peace with Bngland,
Py friendly wilh France, and wits pledged Lo take a 'wifg from
that eountry, I grent-grandfother, James 11 had crushed
the Blick Doligins, nna ho himaclf hod scatteted the Ted Doliglhs to
exlle,  No Scoltish noble was now powerful enough 'lo threaten the sin.
biltty of the throne, « The country wis conteited and prosperous, so
Jurmes might well take hls pleasure as best pleised him. If‘any danger
furked near him it was unseen and unthought of. )

The I<ing, aver firet In the chase, fyhether the quarey ran on four
lsgs or on two, found himeel? slone on the rond leading northwest from
Hilrling, .hlwlnf; outstrippod hia eomradés in thele hunt ot the deer,
Evening was falllng and James belng soma /miles from Btirling Cnslle,
rileed hia bugle to his Mps to call tpgether his meattered followers, but
before o blast broke tha sliliness His Majesty was avcosied by a womnn
wlo cherged sadidenly and unnotlced from the forest on his feft jand.

My Lotd, tha King!" ahe sald, and her volee, ke thie sound of siiver
bells, theitled with n note of inquiry. :

"Yes, 'my lnmsle,! answered {he young man, peering down ot his ques-
tloner, lowering his bugle, and relning In his frightened horss, which wns
startied by the sudden apparition before him.  Tho ‘Quak had not yset
¥o fur thickened, but the King could ses that his interloeutor was
young and stFikingly beautiful,  Allhough dressed In tha garh of the
lower orders, there was o quiet and Imposing dignily I[n her demoanor
us sho stood there by the slde of the rond.  [Her hend was uncovered,
Ltha shawl she wore over (L having slipped down to her shoulders, and
her abundant hair, unknotted and unrlbboned, was ruddy as spun gold,
Her complexion was dazzlingly fair, her. eyes of ihe deepest blue, and
her features gerfection, exceptl thit her small mouth showed a trifla too
much firmness, a nuallly which her sirong but finely molded chin cor-
roborated and emphaslzed,  The King, ever & connolsseur of womanly
loveliness, almost held his breath as ha gazed down upon the comely face
upturned to him. i

"They told me nt Strling," she sald, '"thal you were hunting through
this distriet, and I have been eearching for you in'the forest."

"Good haavens, girl!" cried tha King; ‘‘have yol walked all the way
from Btirling?t™

“Aye, and much further, It s nothing for [ am accustomed to it
“And now [ crave n word with Your Majesty.' -

!Burely, murely!" raplled the King, with enthtslasm. No (hought of’
danger in fhis unconventional encounter éven occurred to him.  The
natural prudence of James invarlably deserted him where a preily woman
wan concerned.  Now, instead nf summoning his train, he looked an-
xiously up and down the road, llstenlng for any solnd of his men, but
the alillness seemed to Increase with the darkness, and the sllence wasy
profound, not even the rustle of & leaf dlsturbing It

“And who, my girl, are you?’ continued the Kinn.'_nollclng ‘that her
eyey followed hig glance up and down the road with some trace of apprs-
hension In them, and {lhat she hesitated {o spenk.

“May It pleats Your Gruclous Majesty, [ om p humble tirewoman to
#a0t noble lady, Margaret Stuart, your honored mother.”

The King gave a whistle of ;astonlshment.

“My mothar!” he exclaimed. 'Then what In the name of Heaven
aro your doing here and alone, s0 far from Methyen?'

""We came from Methven yeslerday fo her lafyship’s easi's of Doune.”

Then ler ladyship must hove come 10 a very sudden rosolution to
travel, for the constable of Doune s in my huniing party, and ['ll swear
he expected no visitors."”

"My gracious lady did nol wish Stuart, lhe constable, |o expect her.
mor does she now desire his knowlsdge of her presence |n the castls.
Bhe commanded me to ask Your Majesty 10 request the constable té re-
maln in Blrling, whers, ehe understands, he spends mosi of his Ume.
Bhe begs Your Majesty to come to her with all speed and eecrecy.”

“I wonder what s wrong now?"” mused the Iing., ‘T have not heard
from her for nearly a year. She has quarraled with her third hushapd,
I suppoee , for the Tudors are all daft, where matrimony [s concerned.”

"“Whnt does Your Majesty say? aaked the girl

!l wos gpeaking to myself ratler than to you, but [ may add that 1
am ready to ‘go anywhers | you are to bs my guide.. Lend me your
hand and spring up herp behind me.  We will gellop to Dotins at once.*

The young woman drow back a slep or two,

""No, no'" she sald, **The Lady XMargaret I8 most anxlozs that
wour wvisit shopld be mmknown to any but hersell, 50 mha bégs you to
dismlss your followers and lay Four commands upon Constatle Sruart
of Doune,'’

“But my followers are all pf them old enough to look afler them-
selves,” olijfected the King! “and the constable s not Lkely to leave
Btirling, where he hes remained these many months." 3

“The Lady Margnret thought.,” persisted the girl, "“that if your re-
tinue returned to Stirling and learned of your continued absence anxlety
;ou[d ensut, and a search mlght be undertaken that would extend Lo

oune."

“How dld my lady mothér Ymow T 'was hunting shen vou could not
have learned of my excursion until yon reached Stirling?"' asked the
;{Iing. with & glimmer of that cautlon which appeared {o have deserted

Wm.

The girl seemed "gomewhat nonplussed by the questlon, but shs an-
swered presently with quiet dellberation:

“Her ladyship was much perturbed and feared [ should not find you
nt the castle,  Bhe gave me various [nstructions, which she Lrusted T
mlh%n:a Izm _vml?_-n:;wttmm?i‘" A \

S 10 Pl the ¥ing, Jeaning toward her, “you do not speak llke
B Mv&g‘ms’a‘ mm‘gs mr-"hhm'g" . ; 2 2
ML nave BER e geneworh, = w, wmply; "But wo-
men, atay! chnnol eontfol thelr Tortomed, Wiy hame B Catherinn, 1
will now forward to Doune and walt ‘for you at the further side of the
new bridge the {ailor has bullt over the Telth. If you will secura your
horee somew.iere before coming to the river and meat ma there on foot
I wil conduct you to the castle. Wil you coma?”

"'Of o surety,” erled the King In & loud tone that lefl no doubt of his
{ntentions. *1 shall overtake you long befors you era at ths bridge.'’
Ar he sald thls the girl Bed away in the darkness, and then ha rejced
ha:.?l bugle to-his lips and blew a blast that speedily Droupht answered
|

James's unexplained absences were go Trequent {het his announce-
ment of an intention not to return homs that pight caused no surprise
among hls company; so, bidding him good night, they cantered off to-
ward Stirling, while he, unaccompanied, set hls face to ths northwest
and his spurs to the horse's fanks, bul his steed was already tired out
and could nol now keep pace with hizs impatience. To his disappoint-
ment he did not overtake the girl, but found her walllng for him at
tha new bridgs, and together they walked the short hali mile to ths
cagtle.  The young man was Inclined to be conyersationel, but the glrl
made briaf replies and finally besought his silence.

The night had proved excaedingly dark, and they were almost at thae
castle ‘before fts huge bulk loomed blackly before them. There was
something go ginister in its dlm, grlm contour that for the first tima since
ha sat out on thls night sdventure a susplcion that he waa acting un-
Wwitely crossed the King's mind.

hull, o ‘meditated, It was his mother's own castle, the copstable of
whing:t wn? a wa‘rlm frlend of his-;njmust, as one might say, a ralatlye,
for Stuart waes the younger brother of hls mother's husb ]
coul -he amiss with this visit? BusDend opNBat

"ol are not taking me to the maln entrance,”” he whispered.

*No, to the postern door,' -

"Bul tha postern door I8 s{tusted in the wall hlgh above ach;
It s Intended for the exit of a possible messenger .m?mg a m;-';’;.fﬁ‘ﬁ’;z
tor the ml.rar;cn oir a guest.'

"I am aoting in ncoordance with my Instructions™ replie '
A rope ladder descends from the uoltur}r: door," i LR

*A rope ladder! That sounds promising: will vou ascend 17"

**Yes, sire, but meanwhlle I implore Your Majesty 1o g sllent.”

The Hing sald no more until the rops ladder was In hig hand,

“'I hope it s strong,'’ he murmured. ; r

Then he mounted llghtly up In {he darkness, unill he stood on the
Ml of the narrow doorway, when he'reached forward his hand lo as-
elst his slower ¢omrade In mounting, but she Bprung. past him without
rvailing herself of his ald.© In a low volcs she begged pardon for pre-
ceding him. They wilked wp and up a winding stairoase, on whose
steps there wna barely room for two io pasa each olher. Sho pushed
open & door ‘and allowed some lght 1o stream throlgh on the turrat
stalr, which dlenppeared in the dar¥ness still furioer alort,

Tha King found himself In 'a large square apariment, elther on the
Arst or eecond story. It appoared In pome sort to be o Jady's boudeir |
for the benches were cushioned and comforiable, and there were ovi- |
dences about on small tables of tapestry work apd other neodls employ-
marzlt recently  ebandpned.

Will ¥our Majesty Ikindly be seated?’
up the ladder, close the postern door,
era heve!”

Sha went out by the way they had entersd and shut the door with a
force that scemed to the King unnocessary, but he caught bls breath an
instant later as his quick ear seemed to t4ll him a bolt had fallen, He
fose at once, trled to open the doer and discovered it wis indeed bar-
n-tlldcn the outside. One other oxlt remalned to ba teatéd:  larger door,
;ﬂ en}l&’ communiealing with arother room or pabsage: that nlso ha
ound locked, nnd he returned to (ha middie of the room and stood thera
for & fow minutes with knitled brow. ] \

Trapped, Iipale, my Indl  Trapped!’ he mullersd to himself, "“Now
what object can my mother have in 1his8? Does she expact by such
ﬁhlld{;!; dm;aun% todrellsu:ue me?  Daes ghe Tope that
er rd husband shall ‘rule Beo 3
wlr} |m°151 ”“““‘f"{} BI."," Cha Al-llf&!;g wllnnr:!;; ngms a8 did her second,

Siee -he meiged mobeneh, ralsed ‘it over his head And croshed it
in blts aEalyst the larger door wilh n'nolse that reverberated through

thee castle,
“Open!”’ ho erled,.  ‘Open Instantly |~
Ralting the result of his fury.

Hp KING RULED.

sald the girl, "I must draw
and then Inform my lady that you

ler authorlty over

Tresently he thought
Iy

0
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. From a Trap Set For Him By

ha henrd light foolsteps coming along the passage, and an Instant later
the huge key turned slowly n the lock, Thé door oﬁeﬁed; and to his
amnzement he mw standidg before him with wide frightoned eyes, his
gulde, but drogsed now ns b jady; i o] sl

"Wadam,' sald the Klhg sternly, “I amk you the  menning of this
pleasantry.' I IR

eleasantry,” ehe repeated; “lhat s o cuestion I may well 2=k
the huge {ron key, Alert to fun [€ thla handsoma manido, glrewn around
by the wreckage of the bench he hod broken) attempied to lay hands
on her. i

“Pleagantey,” echoed .ﬂha glrl, starlng at him with cer hand upon
you. Who are you, sir, d what are you dolng herd?!

“Who'l am, and what L Rm dolng here, you very weil kiow, becniss
vou hrought ma here. ‘A fhange of garb does not change o woll ramem-
berod faee! ahd the King bowet to hik visitor with g return of hin cus-
tomary courtljness, now tihat his Buspicions were allayhd,' for ha khew
wow to deal with pretty wdmen,  “Madam, there s no queen in ‘Scotland
but you are queen by rlght of nature, and though you dp_rfypm Hown,
you cannot change your gplien erown.' [

The glrl's hand unconsclously’ ' went up ta her: ruddy halr,.while she
murmured more Lo herself [than to him—

"“THia Ja soms of Catherine's work.' g

"Catherlne was your name in the foresl, my [ndy, what-is your name
In ihe castia?" :

"lgabel |8 my name Ir castle and forest allks, You have met my
twin sister, Catherine. Why has she brought you herp?! |

"Like nn obedient som, [ am hera at the command of my honorable
mother; iand your sistar—ff, Indeed, goddesses so' strangely talr, and sa
strangely slmilar can be' two perfions—has gone to acquaint my mother
of my arrival.’ | : ; iy 1/

Tha girl's alarm seemad to Increnss as  the King's ‘diminished.
Trouble, dlsmay and fear marted her perfect face; and ag the King sorut-
inlzed her. more minutely,| ha saw that the firm mouth and the resoluta
cnin of her elster had nolplace In tna mora softened and, womanly tea-
tures of tha lady beford him. i 4=

Y B‘l‘ " A Thrilling Story of How James V. Escaped
: "
. i

- Catherine Douglas.

“Then 1 charge you A2 n loyal subject bf tha lawtful King to guids

mo from this stronghold Inte which I have been cozened by trenchery
anl [alsehand,' ;

Cilherine, who had enlered silently and unnoticed through the small
or door, now gteppad forward, drew hot slster Into tha reom, tock out the
htiga key, cloged the door and locked Il then turned flarcely o the Kink:

Her beautiful white rlght arm wnaas bare {o the elbow, the looss sleava
Tolled up, and fn her hand she held n dagger, With her back againat
the nowly locked door sha: safd:

Sl be Your Majesty's mulds from this castle and yeur perjured soul
thall find exit through o postern gnte made by my dogger!”

"Oh, Catherine, Catherine,'' sobbed Isabel, weeping In fear and hor-
ror of the situntion, “you cannot contemplate so Awful o deed, a murder
8O foul, for however imworthy ke may bo, he [y #till tha King."

“Whict 18 there foul In rldding the world of o reptile such an he?
many fnnocent llves hah he taken to encompiss his revehge?
iy now of our name are exlled and stacying becauss of hla actlon?
I shall atriks the blow with greater surety, for in killing him I extinguish
his trencherous race.!!

"No good can come from amsassination, Catherine.”

"What greater evil ean spring from his death than from his life?’

“His killing will not biing back thoss whom he has slnin; It will not
JCAlke oure hanished kinsmen to eeturn, It will be p murder for revenge,'

“And not the first In Scotinnd,'’ sald Catherlno grimly!

The King had onee mors geated himeelf and now, resting his chin on
his open palm, listened ‘to the disoussion with the Interest bearing of one
who had Ilttle eoneern with its result. A hnlf amused smile wreathed
lis lips, and once or twice he mada a motlon as |£ ha would Intervens,
bul on second thought kept atlent.

“Do not attempl this fell deed, dear sister,' pleaded Isabel earnestly.
"Let s awny ns we Intended,  Tho horses ars ready and walting for
us.  Our mother 13 looking for our coming ln her room,
wearf on and we must pass Stirling while It Is yet dark, =0 there {s no
time to be lost.  Dear slster, let us qult Scotland, as weo purpossd, an
aeaursed land to all of our nrme but let us quit it with unstamned hands.’'

How
How

“Your mother? Who! f3 Bhe?" 5 1 “laabel, darling,” sald Catherine In a low volce that qulvered with
"IMrat, Margaret Tudor, dhughter of the King of Bnglandy second,  tha emotlon raused by her slater’s distress and appeal, “what unlucky
Margarel Btuarl, wife'of the King of Beotland; third, Margaret chance brought yvou to thig fatxl door at such a moment? Clan you not
Douglas, (11 mate of the Barl of Angus; fourth,'and let s hope finally, wunderstand that T have gone too far to retrent? Who. having caged the
Margaret Btunrt agaln, Epouse of Lord Methven and owner of thla  tger, dare open agaln the gote and sat him free? If for no ather
castle. k& ? iy SR b reagon, the King must dle becantle ho 1s here and because I brought him
The girl swayed as If sho would fall, all color struck ‘suddenly from < here. Open the doar behind you, Isabel, go down the clreular atalr, and
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her face. She ]caned,; ngarly fainiing, against the stope’wall, passing /ai ‘the postern’ step ‘you will find the rope ladder by which I ascend.

her hand onga or twige across her terror-fillad eyes, !

“Great God!" she mozned, "do not tell me that you ‘ars James, King
of Beatland, hers and plone, In this den of Douglagesii',

“Douglas!" orled 't|rm King, rouscd at the hated name; ‘How can
there ba Douglases in the Castle of Doune; my! mother's house, con-
stabled by my friend, young Stuart," : R

"Your mother's house?” sald the girl with an ancanny Jaugh. i **When
has the Lady Margardi set foot In Doune?  Not'slnce sla was divorced
from my untle, Archibald Douglas, Earl of Angls, and’ the constable,
Aye, the constable'ls in Stirllng.: Doune Castle dtands gloomy and alene,
but In Stirling with tha young kind, thero are 'maszques and hunting
and gayely. Young Stuart draws the revenues-of his cliarge, but pays
slight atention to thal MiAllment of his duty,! o

""You are, then, Ishbel Douglas? And now, 16 echa, your own ques-
tlon, how came you here? If thia'ls s ‘den of Douglages, as you say,
hm\; comes my mot.h_rlar's castle to_be officered’ by 'the enemies of her
son?"” ] f Il ¥ ey

"That you ask sufh a question showa little foresight or kpowledge
of' men.  When your fitst stepfother and my unels, ‘Arahlbald Douglas,
hud contrpl of this castle through your mother's name ha' flled It with
his own adherents.” | 4 Fallib (3%

“Naturally; nepotfsm was o well-known ‘tralt of 'my dbminecring
stepfather, which did|inot add to his popularity in Scotland, Who can
gat offlea or Justice against a Douglas? was thelr ory, Buf dld not yonug
Stuart, when he was mede constable, put In hisiown men?" |

"The constable cares nothing for this sironghold, so long as [t fur-
nishes money which he may aspend gayly ip Btirlfpgt . -

"1 gea, Bo you @nd your sister found refuge among your under-
Ilngs? And whers so eufe from search as within thé. Xing's ;mother's
own rortress, almost under the shadow of Btirling? An admirable de-
vice. wWhr. then, do| you Jeopardizs your safely 'by lottinz me. into the
Bacret? ot ;

The giil slghed deeply, with downcast syea; ‘then she'flashed a glance
at him which had something In 1t of the old Douglas hawfeur.

"I fear,” she sald) "that it (& not our safety which 13 - Jeopardlized,”

You mean that I am In dangen?' e ]

"The same stronghold which glves Immunity to m frmily of the Red
Douglas can hardly e sxpeoted to confer securfly upon James |V, Lheir
perseoutor.'! : | ! L !

“No.  Certainly {hat would be too much to sxpect, . Are you, (hen,
In this plot agalnst me, my lady T" i :

"I have not heard of any plat. If thers [8 ohe I know nothing of
it. 1 merely acquaint you with soma hint of ‘miy fears. -

Get you to the courtyard and there walt gor me, say nothing’

“Catherine, Catherine, the King will pardon you. FHe will surely
forglve what you have dons In: exchange for his life.”

“"Forgivensss!'" orled Catherine, her eyes blaging again, 'I want no
forgiveness from the Xing of Scotland., Pardon! The tiger would par-
don tlll once ha Is fres again. The King must dis.’’

“IL shall go &s you have bld me, Catherlns, but not to do your
bldding. I shall arouse this castls and prevent an abeminavle crime

Cthering laughed harshiy.

“Whom would you call to your aasistance?

Douglases, Douglases,
Douglases!

How many of your way of thinking will you find in tha
castla?  Tou know well, one only, and that is our mother, old and help-
less, Rouse the custle, Isabel, If you will, and find a dead man, and per-
haps a dead eistor, when you break In this locked door.'

The helpless Jeabel sankc her head agalost the wall and burst Into a
Iury of weeping.

“Ladles,” sald the Xing, soothingly, rislng to hls tfeat, “wlll you
graclously condone my intervention In this disputs? You are discusalng
an lmportant pct, from the cemmisslon of which all sentiment should bs
ellminated; an eot whioh requires (he hard, strong mind of a man
brought to bear upon the pros and cons of lte consummation. You are
deallng with it entiraly from the standpolnt of the heart and not of the
head, an error common with women, and ons that has ever precluded
thelr eoffective deallng with matters of Btate,  You will pardon me,

Ludy Isabel, when I say that your sister takes a _much more prootical,

view of the sltuation than you do,
that, having me prisoner hers,
scathless.
thing,"

*Does Your Majesty argie In favor of your own murder? asked Isa-
bel, mmazed, gnzlng at the young man through her tears,

“Not s0; but stlll thers la' a conalderation which [ muat endeavor
to elimlnate from my mind, If my advice ls to ba !mpartial, and of
service to you. Moy I beg of you to be ssated? Wa have the night be-
fora us, apd may conaldar the varlous interesting points et our lelsure
and. thus no leremedinble mistake need be made.”

Isabel, well nigh exhausted with' Lhe (ntensity of her fesllngs, sank
upon the beneh, but Catherine still stood motionless, dagger In hand,
her back agoinat the door, Tha King, seelng she dld not intend top obey,
went on suavely, There was a llght of Intenss admiratlon in his eya as
he regarded the standing woman, !

“Ladles," ho gald, '"can you {all me when'last & King of Scotland=—a

Bha {s& perfectly right in holding
It is Impossible to allow me to go
There {s no greater folly than ‘the folly of half dolng =

The nlght

. By s
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James—nnd n Cathering Donglas bore relition to each sther In somewhal'
simllar clrenmstances?’ i

The King paused, but the girl, loworing at him, made no reply, and
after A few moments the young man went on,

"It wad n year mora thin a contury Bgo when the lifa of James &
wad not only threatened, but extinguished not by ons brava woman, !
by & mob ot cowardly assaesins. . Then Catherine Douglad naarly anved
the life of her King. Bhe thrust her fair young arm Into tha Irom
loops of n door and had It shattered 'by thows crmven miscrennts.!

isabol wept quintly, her face (n her twol oper hands, But Catherina’ |
afiswered In anger: i

. "Why ald the Catherine Douglas of that day risk her 1ife to sava, |
the King? Because Jamen L wak o fust monarel.  Why ddes the Cathe
orlng of to-dny wish to thrust her degger Into the fnlsa heart of Jame
V.2 Becauss he hns turned on the hand that nurtured him—"

"The hand thet imprisoned him, Lady Catherine. Pardon my cors
reation.'” ERT

“Hs turned on tha man who governed feotland wisely and well.t,

“Agaln pardon md.  He had no right té govern. I was the Kingy.
not Archibald Douglas. But all that u beside ths question and ras=
crimination 18 ns bad ns sontiment for clouding cold reasen. What E
wieh to point out s that nssassination of kinga or tha eapturn of themy |
very rarely necomplishss its object, _Jarpes I. waa assassinated, .mﬂ
a8 a result two Stuarts, lwo Grahams and two Chambetses were tors
tured and executed; so his murderers profited llttle, My grandfathern,
James IIL., was carrled off by the Boyds, but Sir Alexander Hoyd wam
beheaded and hils brother nnd nephbw suffered forfelture. I think B
have shown, then, that vielence {s usually futile*

“Not 80," answered Catherine,' *Your grandfather was assassinatod) |
end the man who killed him i not known to this day, TYoum '
great-grandfather bagely murdered tha Black Douglas fn Sticling, thum: | |
breakiag his word of honot, for he had given Douglas safe conduct, yek |/
he profited by his act and crushed my Kinsman.” i

“'L sep, Lady Catherine, that you are too woll varsed la history fom
me to contend with you sucdessfully on that subject.! anld the King, with:
a allent laugh. ‘“We wlll, thersfors, restrict ths inqulry ta the presensg
case, a8 wise people should, 'Tell me, thenm, 8o that I mAy be the bettew
able to ndvise you, what |5 your true gbjéct—revange and my- death or theg
wringing from me of conossstons for your family 7! wan

"I ecould not wring concesslons from you. becmusa you could no® |
make good those concessions unless I raleased you, I dare not releasm
you, because [ dare not trise you.'' .

“l foresaw your difficulty, and so I told your slster {hat, having gon® &
80 far, you could not retreat. 'The !ssus % thorefors, narrowed dowm | 1)
to death and how it may best be accompllshed. ¥ou have mada the 7
taetical mistake of forewarning me. I cannot undsrstand why you did =
not mount my horse beslds me and stab me in the baok as we rode
through thia foreat,  Did this not ecour to you, Lady Catharine?” 0 o

“It dld; but there wera objections, Your horse would doubtless hove
eacaped mo and would have galloped rlderléss to Stirling; your body
would hive heen found by break of ddy, and we but & few hours’ march; |/
from Stirling, Here I expect you to lle undlgcoverad in this locKed roo L
tlll we ars safe in England.' 14 ]

"That la clear reasoning,” commented the King, impartlally; ‘bug
have you looked beyond? Who will be the succissor af the throne? ) i
have nelther brother nor slster; my two uncles didd before I was borm
lips the hand which at one tlme scemed like to have atricken him.
tUnguish our line. Very welll 7What follows? Whe Is helr to/ths
throna?" [ | oy

It matters nothing to ma,'! sald Catherine, firmly. “TWhoasver rules
Ecotland could not be & greater cnemy to my racs than you are.!’

“I am not g0 surs of that. I think your dagger blow will bring con=
sequences you do not 1ook for, and that your kin, now exiled In Eng-
iy panie-siricken, while in Catherine's face anger strugsled with chagring.
claim tp the Scottish Lurome.' Be that as it may, It wlll be no secreb
stern King of England |8 my unele and on this relatlonship may lay E
that a Douglas commitied the murder.  And think you Henry VIIL Wil |
offer eafe refuge io his nephew's assassin, You much misjudge him: it
you do, It would haye been far better to have slain me In the forest)
This castle buslhess'ls but an IN-judged; 111 thought out plan. I wm
BOTTY to appear ndversely coritical, but mich Is my opinlon, and it cons
firms me i tho bellef that women should leave steel and Btate alone

“I dars not let you go,'" relteratad Catherins. \ ;

“Of a surety you dare not; that s what I have enld from the begin.
ning. On the other hand, I can make no concession, under coerclom,.
tuat would save my life.  TYou see, wa are both cowardly, each Ini'm
difforent way, And now having come to the absolutely lagical conclu~
olon that L.e king mdist dle, you should turn your mind to the ditticul.
iies that confront you. I, you sec, am nlso armed.” e

The King as he spoke took from his doublet a dagger almost slmilar
to the one held by the glrl, A gentle smile graced his lips as he 'ra
There I8, furthermore, another sources of danger agalnst you, and' Lt
wJtice thelr consternation at this hew element In the situation. = ¢

“If you enter a tiger's cage you should expeet a touch of his claws; ! =
20, Lady Catherine, your task 13 more serlous than you antlclpated)
hiy thumb along tha ¢dge. and then glanced up &t tha two im tma'ta
my slocers wigh that In the struggle to coma yot mdﬁa not bb too severely
hanAteappad,  tYHi%e {ha faxue of oUr conldat 14 &I fh doubt, your sls-
tor will assuradly unlock the door and mive the alarm, boplng tc presest
your d¢ontemplated crime, or my killing of you, I think it right that vou :
should not ba called upon to sufter this interventlon, for, 1f you will per.
mit me to say #o, I admire your détermination a¥ rouch as I admlre; in’
another way, the Lady Isauel's leaning toward mercy. I shall, then;
take chis ey from the larger door and plage if, with your slster, outsids
on the narrow etalrway, You have withdrawn bhe ropa ladder so ‘sha
cannot: alarm the garrison."

"But I have not withdrawn {t,'" sald Catherine, qulckly.
must not leave ... room or she will bring interfarance.” i

!'Then," sald the King, calmly, as he rose end took tha Key from the
large door, " we shall at least make it Imposalbla for her to open tha
way Into the hall!” And so saylng, he stepped to the smaller daor,
which he opensd and before elther of the women could pravent his action/!
Or even grasp an Inkling at his deslgn, he stepped outside, key In hand,
and thrust to thelr placss the bolts of the stalrway door. ) a

The two glrls looked at eac other for a moment In silsnce, Isaliel plain-
land, will find the siroke a savage ona.for them. You forgot that)tha
Bach wna quick to ses the sudden consequences of this turntng of thy,
tables; the two were helpless prispners In a remote porilon of tho castls,
no one within {ts walls being acqualnted with thsir whersabouts, Tha
King, insulted, hoodwinked and all but murdsred, was now at liberty,
[res to ride tha few short leagues that day between Douns and Btirlin
and before dayhreak the fortress would be in the handa of an ave
whelming forca with the present garrison prigbners, In the awed stiline
an unexpected sound came to them from the outside; ths sound . of a
man endeayoring to suppress the hearty leumhtsr that pvermastersd him,
To ba doomed |5 bad encugh, but to be made the aubject of levity was'
too muah for the dauntless Catherins. Bhe flung hor dagger wringin
to the stons floor with a gestura of rags, then sank upon a bench -an
Faye WAY to tears; tears of bltter humliliation and rase. 2

"Ladies," sald the King from the outslde, "I beg that you wlll allow
me to open the door,” But, receiving no answer, the bolis were drawn
ongs mors, Jamea again entered the apartment and gazed down upon
two falr proud heads, orowned with ruddy halr. iy

""Dear ladles" sald the King, “forglve mes my untimely mirth, Botk
of you talte matiers much too serlously; a little laughter is necessury
in tuls world. My Lady Catherins, I told you that I could’ grank.
no concessions under coerclon, but now coerclon has venlshed and I'ented
this room & frae men of my own will. Tell me, my girl, what |z It yoy |
want?  Thoe resocinding of your father’s exila? It f= granted. The righ{
to Hve unmolested In ¥our own castle? It |a granted. Hafe conduct iy
Bngland? It is grantsd, The privilege of remaining in Doune? It
granted,  But do not ask me to rescind banlshment agaln Archibaly
Douglay, Earl of Angus, for that I shall not conceda. Ths Douglas ams
bitlon, and not the Boottish King, has wrecked the Douglas tamlilly, Doth
Black and Red. But as far as congerns yolr own immedlate kin, with
one exception, I shall glve you anything you lika to nak.”:

Catherine Tose Lo her feet threw back her auburn trauges, and sald
ourtly: i

“\We aslk pothing but the privileza of leaving the country' you ruole™

The King bowed,

"And you, Lady Isabal?™ 1

"1 go with my alater and mother,™ ;

"I grieve at your decislon, ladies, and for the firat tima In my life
envy, England in getting an advantage over poor old Seotland, which'T
hope will not be lrreparable, for I trust you wil return,  But if sugh
be your determination, then go in peace and In the day Nght.' Your jours
nay shall not be molested by me. But, before you add fnality to your
intentions, I think It would be but fale to Inform your lady mother that
the Iing, is anxious to be 0f servica to her, and perbaps she may be'
content to accept what her daughters are apparently too proud to ree
celve.!

Jomes placed the key once more In the lock, and tuening to Catherine |
sald; i
“My folr antagonist, I bld you good night.”

Ha strawehed out his right hand, ond she, with some hesitation and
vislblo reluotanes placed her palm (n his,  Then tha King ralsed to hia
and I perish childless. I think you mentlonsd that you wished to ex-
© “And you, sweet Isabel, whose sentla worda I sholl not soun/forget,
you will not refuss me your hand?" ! .

“No, Your Majesty, ! you will promise to think kindly of me.™ =

The King, however, dld not ralse Her hand to his lps, dut plasing
ol arm about her walst ho droaw her toward him and kissed her,  Noxt
moment he waa wurrylng down the stona astepa and the two wore left
alone together, [
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